(WHO) definitions are used in the collection of statistical data. Listed below are the relevant definitions together with short commentaries where this is felt appropriate.
It is appreciated that gestational age often cannot be determined by reference to the last menstrual period. Nonetheless, whichever method of gestational age assessment is used the definitions of various gestational age categories are still appropriate. The definitions also highlight the need for all live births and fetal deaths to be accurately weighed as soon as possible after birth. Indeed, the accurate weighing of babies at birth is a necessary part of good clinical practice.
Finally, it must be stressed that adherence to the WHO definitions are for statistical purposes only and that the existing definitions governing, for example, legal requirements to register stillbirths remain unchanged.
Definitions and recommendations
Live birth. 'Live birth is the complete expulsion or extraction from its mother of a product of conception, irrespective of the duration of the pregnancy, which, after such separation, breathes or shows any other evidence of life, such as beating of the heart, pulsation of the umbilical cord, or definite movement of voluntary muscles, whether or not the umbilical cord has been cut or the placenta is attached; each product of such a birth is considered live born.' Fetal death. 'Fetal death is death prior to the complete expulsion or extraction from its mother of a product of conception, irrespective of the duration of the pregnancy; the death is indicated by the fact that after such 
